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A toast to 
the mix

J
W Marriott, 
Chandigarh, offers 
a fresh twist with 
fruit and mock-

tails and cocktails. The 
Lounge here brings 
to you ‘Fresh Fruit 
and Herb Mocktails 
& Cocktails’ festival, 
from September 5th 
- 20th. Brace yourself 
with the aroma and 
flavours with the bar 
going to great lengths 
to serve up special herb 
vodkas and fresh fruit 
mixes.

With herb-flavoured 
options on the cock-
tail menu, bartenders 
blend earthiness, dry-
ness and the freshness 
of herbs and fruits to 

create some of the most 
unique mocktail and 
cocktail mixes with 
pineapple & basil, kiwi 
& thyme, green apple 
and parsley, cucumber 
& cilantro, strawberry 
& oregano.

If that’s not all, 
throw caution to the 
wind and get the bar-
tender to create some-
thing extra special for 
you, or take the time 
to make a drink for 
yourself at ‘Make your 
own mocktail/cocktail’ 
section. You can also 
learn to prepare your 
favourite drink with 
the right measurement 
and balance to create 
the apt concoction.

Bridging  
the divide
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D
irector Rajeev 
Sharma picks a 
character, Attu, 
from Gurmit 
Karyalvi’s story 

‘Attu Khoji’ and juxtaposes 
it with Reema who plans to 
fight the advances of a police 
officer against her friend Ri-
cha. The powerful police of-
ficer and self-centred parents 
test her patience and force her 
to cross the river. A meeting 
with Attu is enough to shed the 
confusion. She is filled with a 
sense of responsibility to fight 
against injustice.

After working in different 
channels for fifteen years, 
Rajeev has come to make this 
film. He says he has tried to 
break the grammar of cinema 
in the film.

Recently, he left his job as 
associate vice president of the 
music channel, 9X. After this 
experience he decided to work 
on a small project but of great 
social relevance. “My school-
ing from a small town in Ja-
graon, theatre experience with 
Gursharan Singh and exposure 
of the metropolitan cities has 
come handy in handling the 
subject,” says Rajeev of his 
first film, Attu Khoji, which 
takes a cue from the infamous 
Ruchika case.

While Samuel John and 
Gunnit Kaur have played the 
lead roles in the film, Sud-
hiksha, Tejinderpal Dhir and 
Harpreet Anand also feature 
in the film. 

Attu is a person who has paid 
a heavy price to standby his 
conviction. At the fag end of 
life, he is confused about his 
choices. Reema is struggling 
between a friend’s desper-
ate call and social pressure. 
Attu leaves the boat with 
hard earned satisfaction and 

Reema returns with convic-
tion to standby the truth. This 
journey signifies a relay race. 
Attu exchanges the baton with 
Rimma. 

“A generation passes on 
the experience and ethics to 
the next. A city youth inter-
acts with a rural hero. I have 
tried to make this bridge be-
tween generations and cut 
across urban-rural binaries 

through this short film. The 
boat emerges as something 
beyond a travelling aid. It is 
a bridge between ideas living 
in isolation in present society. 
Reema not only draws motiva-
tion from Attu but also estab-
lishes bonding of warmth,” 
he says.

“Can’t those going into dif-
ferent directions be co-pas-
sengers?” asks Rajeev, and 
then answers, “This is what 
one generation can learn from 
other. It is meeting point 
where villages and cities have 
lot to share.”

He says the film needs to 
be watched with precaution 
as it is not going to leave you 
as it ends.

“The boat is  
beyond a  

travelling aid.  
It is a bridge  

between ideas  
living in isolation 

 in the present  
society...”

RAJEEV SHARMA, 
Filmmaker

JIM CARREY 
TRIES  
GRAFFITI

I
t seems that actor Jim Carrey has 
discovered an artist in him. The 
‘Dumb & Dumber’ star was spotted 

spraying graffiti art outside his New 
York home.

He was pictured using a stencil of a 
Buddha’s ‘moment of enlightenment’ 
and then painting the outlines pink on 
the grey wooden wall of the property. 
He then finished off the design with 
swirling blue and green patterns, and 
the mysterious letters ‘F.F.C.’ scrawled 
across the wall.

The actor was also seen admiring 
his handiwork, before he returned 
inside his house.

The actor was spotted 
painting the grey wooden 

wall of his house

The director

AN FTII passout, Pankaj Roy has directed some TV 
serials and is now producing and directing a feature 
film ‘Andar Ki Baat’, a tale of friendship between 
a child and a mischievous ghost, based on a story 
by Ruskin Bond. The film will release in the coming 
months.

DAILY LIFE WRITER

T
here is no dearth of dream-
ers. But do dreams come 
true?

All those who have 
wanted to learn the art and 

craft of filmmaking, can now do that 
in Chandigarh, courtesy Mumbai-
based Institute of Moving Images 
(IMI). The institute brings a one and a 
half month course for aspiring film-
makers – writers, directors, editors, 
cinematographers and other film 
professionals. 

“While many come to filmmaking 
awed by the glamour of the industry, 
little do they know that it is nothing 
but a bye product of hard work,” says 
IMI director Pankaj Roy. An alumnus 
of Film and Television Institute of 
India, Roy will be training aspirants 
along with guest faculty including 
playwright/poet Rajesh Joshi, actress 
Gargi Nandi, etc.

From Vadodra to Chandigarh, 
wherever Roy has gone, he has seen 
immense talent. “That’s why we 
come to a talent rich Punjab,” he 
says. He says he has seen many with 
family support come to Mumbai to 
pursue their dreams. “They are given 

a house in Lokhandwala at Rs 50,000 
a month, a car and good money, 
but six months pass, and all support 
vanishes. And do they get an oppor-
tunity? No.” Roy says that while these 
people might have the talent, they do 
not have the skills.

“People often complain that star 
kids get it easy. But then, they forget 
that they have also put in hard work 
to master the technique. They are 
technically sound. They understand 
the dynamics of a lens — how to react 
in a long and close shot to the lens; 
the director comes later,” he says. 
Hrithik Roshan slogged as an assistant 
director with his father before he 
came into acting, Shah Rukh Khan 
trained at the Jamia Millia Islamia, he 
says.

So what does a course in filmmak-
ing teach one? 

The idea here is to familiarise the 
participants with all aesthetic aspects 
to appreciate cinema as an art form 
and enable them with expertise to 
make their own, low cost, short films 
during the tenure of the course. While 
there is an excess of “aspirational” 
actors, singers and filmmakers, Roy 
says they need to discover their niche. 
“A failed actor can be a very good edi-

tor,” he says. The participants will be 
shown works of masters from Italian, 
South African and Polish cinema too 
as a part of cinema studies. “This,” 
says Roy, “widens the ambit of their 
know-how.” And yes, it helps them 
break away from the influences they 
have acquired while idolising some 
filmmakers.

The course that will be of one and 
half months’ duration will start from 
September 18 at The British School, 
Sec 44, Chandigarh. Thereafter, 
classes will be held every Saturday & 
Sunday in the evening from 2.30 pm 
to 7.30 pm. A total of 12 sessions will 
be held.

HOW A FILM IS

MADE The participants will make four 
short films during the course. The 
first one, a single shot, is entailed 
at learning where to place the 
camera. Roy calls it an alphabet. 
Next will be a three-minute, 
multi-shot film. You could call it 
learning to join alphabets and form 
words. Next is a five-minute film, 
which gets you to deal with actors. 
Or sentence making. Now that 
you have learnt the grammar, the 
next one will be your story, a 10-15 
minute film.
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